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the phrase and its meaning for sixteen years, holding it
ready for usage when the opportune moment arrived.

In prefacing his speech in which the phrase was used
Eoosevelt gave this delicious thrust at two noted pacifists:

"I don't have to deal with Mr. Bryan and Mr. Ford. I
regard them both as nice, amiable men, and I like them in
private life; but I decline to take part in any such wild
mental joy rides as would be necessary if I had to discuss
seriously their attitude."

The two conventions assembled in separate halls in Chi-
cago on June 7, 1916. From the first, the Eepublican body
refused to give any sign of yielding to the demand of the
Progressive assemblage for the nomination of Eoosevelt.
Conference committees were appointed and conferences
were held by them without result. A great majority of the
delegates were solidly and surely pledged against Eoose-
velt and could not be moved a particle from their fixed
position. Their convention nominated Justice Charles E.
Hughes, of the United States Supreme Court, on the third
ballot, on June 10. The Progressive convention nominated
Eoosevelt by acclamation on the same day, but with little
hope that he would consent to run. The news of his nomi-
nation was telegraphed to him at Oyster Bay. He re-
sponded at once by telegraph expressing gratitude for the
honor, and saying that he could not consent to accept at
this time, adding: "I do not know the attitude of the can-
didate of the Eepublican party toward the vital questions
of the day. Therefore, if you desire an immediate decision,
I must decline the nomination. But if you prefer it, I sug-
gest that my conditional refusal be placed in the hands of
the Progressive National Committee." It was so placed
by vote of the convention. On June 26, Mr. Hughes having
in the meantime defined his views on the vital questions
of the day, Eoosevelt wrote a letter to the Progressive
National Committee announcing his satisfaction with Mr.
Hughes as a candidate and his intention to support him, at
the same time urging his Progressive followers to do the